TCI Session 2

Before we begin Session II…

Praise. Prelude. Passage. Prayer.

THE CHRIST INSTITUTES
Reclaiming a Consequential Christology
Fostering Christ Awakening Movements

Prelude
One marvelous manifestation of the love of Christ
can be found in this:
How much He desires to bless us,
by revealing His very self to us.
He continues to open to us more and more
of the riches of His glorious Person.
He does this so that, as it were,
we might step into the
center of the wonders of who He is to us.
The Father invites us to encounter His Son, by His Spirit,
right now, in ways almost like meeting Jesus face to face.

Passage
Hosea 6 – “Come, let us return to the Lord…In just a

short time he will restore us, so that we may live in his
presence. Oh, that we might know the Lord! Let us press
on to know him. He will respond to us as surely as the
arrival of dawn or the coming of rains in early spring.”
Matthew 11 – “O Father, thank you for revealing these
things to the childlike…Come to me…take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”
2 Corinthians 4 – God made his light shine into our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s
glory displayed in the face of Christ.

Prayer
(in unison)

Father – As we begin this next Session, we press on to
know more of who your Son is to us. Already He has
welcomed us, to draw near to Him. We accept His
invitation! Gladly we come. We yoke ourselves with
Him, to learn of Him, and to see His face.
Gather us now into deeper intimacy, with the fullness of
His supremacy. Let there be Spirit-given revelation to
us, of the incomparable person Jesus is to us. May He
come to us like showers, like sunrises, to wake us up,
to give us unshakeable confidence in His sovereign
love.
Christ is all! AMEN
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THE CHRIST INSTITUTES
Reclaiming a Consequential Christology
Fostering Christ Awakening Movements

Christians don’t know how much their hearts truly long
for more of God’s Son – until you show them
how much of His spectacular supremacy
they have not yet seen.
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It’s time for us to put on our

King Jesus Glasses

A top TCI goal:
To experience greater intimacy with Christ
by exploring the spectacular supremacy of Christ

	

What you believe about GOD’S SON	

is the single most important thing	

anyone could ever know	

about YOU.	
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Consequential Christology

Augustine
“He who has Christ
has everything.
He who has everything
but does not have Christ,
has nothing.
And, He who has Christ
plus everything,
has no more than he
who has Christ alone.”

We need to look beyond

the centrality of Christ…

We need to fix our vision much more on

the supremacy of Christ
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The SUPREMACY of Christ expresses so
much more.

It is all about His right
to keep us at the center of
who HE is,
where HE is headed,
what HE is doing,
and how HE is blessed.
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Ephesians 1
With all wisdom and understanding, he made known
to us the mystery of his will according to his good
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into
effect when the times reach their fulfillment – to
bring unity to all things in heaven and on
earth under Christ. In him we were also
chosen, having been predestined according
to the plan of him who works out everything in
conformity with the purpose of his will…

Philippians 3
I long to know Christ and the
power shown by his
resurrection…to share his
sufferings, even to die as he
died…I keep going on, grasping
ever more firmly that purpose for
which Christ grasped me…
I leave the past behind and
with hands outstretched to
whatever lies ahead I go
straight for the goal – my
reward the honor of being
called by God in Christ. (Phillips)

© 2013 David Bryant / www.ProclaimHope.org

Therefore, any pervasive deficiency of vision
regarding the supremacy of God’s Son
becomes for all of us….

A CRISIS OF

CHRISTOLOGY
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The Radical Disciple
John R.W. Stott
We are pygmy Christians because we have a
pygmy Christ. The truth is that there are many
Jesuses on offer in the world’s religious supermarkets,
and many of them are false Christs, distorted Christs,
caricatures of the authentic Jesus…Each is what Paul
called “another Jesus,” a Jesus different from the Jesus
the apostles proclaimed.

So if we want to develop a truly Christian maturity, we
need above all a fresh and true vision of
Jesus Christ – not least in his absolute
supremacy…. Where should we be but on our faces
before him?

Away then with our petty, puny, pygmy
Jesuses! Away with our Jesus clowns and pop stars!
Away too with our political Messiahs and revolutionaries!
For these are caricatures. If this is how we think of him,
then no wonder our immaturities persist.

Where then shall we find the authentic
Jesus? The answer is that he is to be found in the Bible
– the book that could be described as the Father’s
portrait of the Son painted by the Holy Spirit. The Bible is
full of Christ. As he himself said, the Scriptures “testify
about me” (John 5:39)….We may say that knowledge of
Scripture is knowledge of Christ.

If only the blindfold could be taken away from
our eyes! If only we could see Jesus in the fullness of
who he is and what he has done! Why then, surely we
would see how worthy he is of our wholehearted
allegiance, and faith, love and obedience would be
drawn out from us, and we would grow into maturity.
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Nothing is more important for mature Christian
discipleship than a fresh, clear, true vision of
the authentic Jesus. For the discipleship principle is
clear: the poorer our vision of Christ, the poorer our
discipleship will be, whereas the richer our vision of Christ,
the richer our discipleship will be.
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My appeal: We must confront and cure
the crisis of Christology among us!

Christ Awakening

Christ Awakening

Christ Awakening

When God’s Spirit uses God’s Word to reintroduce
God’s people to God’s Son for ALL He is

The Church fully alive to the supremacy of Christ

We need to wake up to a vision of Christ
and the full extent of His spectacular
supremacy…
TO us
FOR us
OVER us
BEFORE us
WITHIN us
THROUGH us
UPON us
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Snapshots and Starter-thoughts
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…in His intimacy with the Trinity

Session II:

Awake to

Who Christ is TO us
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…as the Summation of God’s Revelation

…by the Claims of His Names

…as the Picture of Scripture

…as our Identity and our Destiny

…in the Majesty of His Supremacy
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Who Christ is TO us…

In His
Intimacy
with
The Trinity

Intimacy with the Trinity
Eugene Peterson: “God formulated
as Trinity confronts us with a
largeness, an immensity, a depth
that we cannot manage or control or
reduce to dealing with on our
terms.”

Intimacy with the Trinity

Intimacy with the Trinity

An OT hint from Deuteronomy 6: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord
our God, the Lord is one.” Hebrew for “one” is “echad” = “a
unity made up of many parts.” (vs. “monism” = everything is
really just one thing.)

God as a Trinity means that
personality, relationship and mutual self-giving
are at the core of the universe.

Intimacy with the Trinity

Intimacy with the Trinity

So…if we want to fully understand
who Christ is and what He’s all
about, we need to know more
about Him in His intimacy with the
Trinity.
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It means that the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit are inseparable,
and operate inseparably.
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Intimacy with the Trinity
The Father gives over everything
to exalt the Son, the Son offers
back everything He redeems to
glorify the Father, with the love of
each established and sealed and
sustained by the Holy Spirit.

Revelation 1

Revelation 1

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was,
and who is to come, and from the seven-fold Spirit
before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler
of the kings of the earth.

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was,
and who is to come, and from the seven-fold Spirit
before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the
faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler
of the kings of the earth.
To him [Jesus Christ] who loves us and has freed us from
our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom
and priests to serve his God and Father – to him be
glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.

John 16

1 Peter 1

When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you
into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will
speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet
to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that
he will receive what he will make known to you. All
that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said
the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known
to you.”
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You have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the
Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with
his blood:
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Intimacy with the Trinity
Every promise of Scripture is by nature eternally
Trinitarian: Designed by the Father, quickened by the
Spirit, focused on the Son.

Intimacy with the Trinity

Intimacy with the Trinity
That means, the Father is the source of all our hope, the
Son is the theme of all our hope and the Spirit is the
witness and fulfiller of all our hope.

Selah!

Therefore, wherever Jesus’ reign breaks through, right
now, the whole Trinity is on display. Nothing about the
Son robs the Father or the Spirit of equal praise; He only
increases it.

Intimacy with the Trinity
Christ’s communion with
the Father is the true
center of His
personality. Without
understanding that, we
cannot understand Him
at all.
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Intimacy with the Trinity
Jesus’ whole being was
and is defined by His
relationship to His Father.
Jesus said: “I and the
Father are one. He who
sees me sees the Father.”
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Intimacy with the Trinity
Again and again in the New
Testament, God wants to
be known as “the Father of
the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Intimacy with the Trinity
The Father holds dear
Jesus crucified. He
celebrates Jesus glorified.

Intimacy with the Trinity
The Father is so passionate
for His Son that He has
decreed that in everything
Jesus is to have the primacy
and the supremacy.
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Intimacy with the Trinity
There is only one person in
the entire universe of whom
God the Father has ever
said without qualifications:
“With you I am well
pleased.”

Intimacy with the Trinity
Christ is the focus of
everything the Father
deserves, desires, designs
and declares.

Intimacy with the Trinity
He intends for every knee to
bow before Jesus
confessing Him as Lord,
which in turn will bring glory
to the Father.
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Ponder

Ponder

Can we choose to respond any other way
to the Lord Jesus Christ
than to also give Him the supremacy
– to give Him His rightful place –
in every aspect of our lives,
Individually and together?

Should we not be as passionate
for the Son
as His Father is?

Ponder

Selah!

Can we ever be too passionate
for God’s Son?

Intimacy with the Trinity

Intimacy with the Trinity

• Jesus is God. In Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead
manifested in bodily form (Colossians 2)

• Jesus is God. In Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead
manifested in bodily form (Colossians 2)
• To bow before Christ is to bow before God.

© 2013 David Bryant / www.ProclaimHope.org
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Intimacy with the Trinity

Intimacy with the Trinity

• Jesus is God. In Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead
manifested in bodily form (Colossians 2)

• Jesus is God. In Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead
manifested in bodily form (Colossians 2)

• To bow before Christ is to bow before God.

• To bow before Christ is to bow before God.

• To whomever Christ is God, Christ is Savior.

• To whomever Christ is God, Christ is Savior.
• To whomever Christ is savior, Christ is God.

Intimacy with the Trinity

Intimacy with the Trinity

• Jesus is God. In Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead
manifested in bodily form (Colossians 2)

• Jesus is God. In Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead
manifested in bodily form (Colossians 2)

• To bow before Christ is to bow before God.

• To bow before Christ is to bow before God.

• To whomever Christ is God, Christ is Savior.

• To whomever Christ is God, Christ is Savior.

• To whomever Christ is savior, Christ is God.

• To whomever Christ is savior, Christ is God.

• Jesus gives us life because He gives us God.
He gives us God because He is God.

• Jesus gives us life because He gives us God.
He gives us God because He is God.
• Jesus is so fully God, that to walk away
from Him is to walk away from God.

Intimacy with the Trinity
Even in the Consummation, it
will be the mission of the Son
to secure before the whole
universe the glory of the
Godhead, for the Godhead,
and in the midst of the
Godhead.
(1 Corinthians 15)
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Intimacy with the Trinity

But, Christ also has made
possible for the Trinity
something that the
Godhead could not
possess or share apart
from His becoming man…
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Intimacy with the Trinity

Intimacy with the Trinity

…a direct, personal
experience of human
suffering, as well as human
triumph over suffering and
death.

Selah!

This is a great mystery –
profound beyond words!

Who Christ is TO us…

As the
Summation of
God’s
Revelation

John 1
At the beginning God expressed himself. That personal expression,
that word, was with God, and was God, and he existed with God
from the beginning...So the word of God became a human
being and lived among us. We saw his splendor (the
splendor as of a father’s only son), full of grace and truth...
It is true that no one has ever seen God at any time. Yet the
divine and only Son, who lives in the closest intimacy with the
Father, has made him known. (Phillips)
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Hebrews 1
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the
prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things…the Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the
exact representation of his being
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Summation of God’s Revelation

Summation of God’s Revelation

• What did Christ ultimately bring to the world? He brought
us God.

• What did Christ ultimately bring to the world? He brought
us God.
• Christ is God’s self-disclosure. He is our ultimate
picture of God.

Summation of God’s Revelation

Summation of God’s Revelation

• What did Christ ultimately bring to the world? He brought
us God.
• Christ is God’s self-disclosure. He is our ultimate
picture of God.
• Christ is the “image” of the invisible God – less like the
imprint of a signet ring; more like the child of a parent.

• What did Christ ultimately bring to the world? He brought
us God.
• Christ is God’s self-disclosure. He is our ultimate
picture of God.
• Christ is the “image” of the invisible God – less like the
imprint of a signet ring; more like the child of a parent.
• There may exist other revelations from God; Jesus is the
revelation of God.

Summation of God’s Revelation

Summation of God’s Revelation

• Therefore, who Christ is and what He has accomplished
challenges all of us to re-examine, refine and even at
times re-constitute everything we think we know about
the nature, character, purposes and ways of God.

• Therefore, who Christ is and what He has accomplished
challenges all of us to re-examine, refine and even at
times re-constitute everything we think we know about
the nature, character, purposes and ways of God.
• Everything we think we know about God always must be
consistent with the truth that is revealed in Christ.

© 2013 David Bryant / www.ProclaimHope.org

17

TCI Session 2

Summation of God’s Revelation
• Therefore, who Christ is and what He has accomplished
challenges all of us to re-examine, refine and even at
times re-constitute everything we think we know about
the nature, character, purposes and ways of God.

Summation of God’s Revelation
Jesus is not someone “one step removed” from God. To
know Him is to know God. God looks like Jesus. Jesus
speaks as God, and God speaks as Jesus. When we look
at Jesus, we get to know the very heart of God.

• Everything we think we know about God always must be
consistent with the truth that is revealed in Christ.
• The supremacy of Christ is manifested in the fact that He
is the definitive revelation of God.

Summation of God’s Revelation
Wherever and whenever God thinks and expresses
Himself, there we find Jesus Christ.

Summation of God’s Revelation
It is in Jesus as one of us that we see God. When Jesus
taught, God taught. When Jesus healed, God healed.
When Jesus wept, God wept. The words and deeds of
Jesus are the words and deeds of God.
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Summation of God’s Revelation
However, if Christ were not fully human as well as fully
God, both at the same time, He could not be the supreme
revelation of God to us.

Summation of God’s Revelation
Through Christ God entered actively into history in a whole
new way. Jesus is how God reveals Himself and acts and
rules among the nations at this very hour.

18

TCI Session 2

Summation of God’s Revelation

Summation of God’s Revelation

No matter how things may unfold in our lives, God’s stance
toward us remains forever the same as what we have
found in Jesus. God is who and what He is toward us in,
and through, and as the Lord Jesus Christ.

What is the difference between Christianity and all other
religions? In Christ, God is not just giving us more spiritual
knowledge. He is revealing Himself by giving us Himself.

Summation of God’s Revelation

Summation of God’s Revelation

Tim Keller: “The ultimate evidence for the existence
of God is Jesus Christ Himself.”

Summation of God’s Revelation

He is the same yesterday, today and forever. (Hebrews 13)
In the Consummation, when God’s glory is fully revealed –
when the knowledge of His glory covers the earth as the
waters cover the seas (Habakkuk 2) – we will discover…

Selah!

…that all Divine magnificence and majesty dwelt in Jesus
all along, even right now – to our everlasting joy!

© 2013 David Bryant / www.ProclaimHope.org
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Who Christ is TO us…
By the

Claims
of

His Names

Hebrews 13
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a
sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that confess His name.

© 2013 David Bryant / www.ProclaimHope.org
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www.knowingmoreofChrist.com

His name shall be called…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Supreme
Jesus
Messiah
Immanuel
Radiance of God’s Glory
Image of the Invisible God
Son of the Living God
Firstborn of all Creation
Firstborn from Among the Dead
Alpha and Omega
The First and the Last

• The Beginning and the End
• The Beloved One
• The Chosen One
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KnowingMoreOfChrist.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Anointed One
Faithful and True Witness
Lord of the Dead and the Living
King of the Jews
Head of the Church
Ruler of the Kings of the Earth
Judge of ALL
Redeemer
Lamb of God
Son of Man
Word of God
Messenger of the Covenant
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hope of the Nations
Our Master
Our Righteousness
Bread of Life
Good Shepherd
Advocate before the Father
The Amen
The New and Living Way
The Resurrection and the Life
Fragrant Offering to God
Overseer of our Souls
The True Vine

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wonderful Counselor
Wisdom of God
Power of God
Son of David
Prince of Peace
The Hidden Treasure
God’s Indescribable Gift
Bright Morning Star
Sun of Righteousness
Lamp of the City
Light of the World
The Beloved One
The Good Shepherd
The Pearl of Great Price

Selah!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Apostle and High Priest of our Faith
Finisher of our Faith
The Great “I AM”
Atoning Sacrifice
Chief Cornerstone
Commander of Heaven’s Armies
Bridegroom from Heaven
Our Elder Brother
Heir of All Things
Stream of Living Water
Prophet
Servant

•
•
•
•

Fullness of the Godhead
Lamb of God
Lion of the Tribe of Judah
The Hope of All the Glorious Things to Come

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits
on the throne and to the Lamb.”

Who Christ is TO us…

as the

PICTURE OF
SCRIPTURE

© 2013 David Bryant / www.ProclaimHope.org
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PICTURE OF SCRIPTURE

PICTURE OF SCRIPTURE

“Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who
bears testimony to Jesus.” (Revelation 19)

“The Bible is really one book –
and that book is Christ.”

Erasmus

Martin Luther

“The Bible will give Christ to you in an intimacy so close
that he would be less visible to you if he stood before
your eyes.”

“Here the door is thrown open wide for the
understanding of Holy Scripture – that is, that everything
must be understood in relation to Christ….that the
Scripture deals only with Christ everywhere.”

John Calvin
We ought to read the
Scriptures with the express
design of finding Christ in
them.
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John Calvin
Whoever shall turn aside from
this object, though he may
weary himself throughout
his whole life in learning,
will never attain the
knowledge of the truth: for
what wisdom can we have
without the wisdom of God?
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Charles Spurgeon
From every text of Scripture
there is a road to Christ.

Charles Spurgeon
And my dear brothers, your
business is, when you get to
a text, to say: Now, what is
the road to Christ? I have
never found a text that did
not have a road to Christ in it.

PICTURE OF SCRIPTURE
Christ is revealed in the OT through many different
types, events, personalities, traditions and rituals.

What is the one great key question
that helps us unlock the truth of Scripture?
ALWAYS ASK:

What does this passage
show me of Christ?

PICTURE OF SCRIPTURE
He is the focus of all the principles and promises and
prophecies and purposes God gave to His people.
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Colossians 2
“These [OT mandates] are a shadow of the things
that were to come; however, the reality is found in
Christ.”
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PICTURE OF SCRIPTURE
“Moses wrote about me” (John 5).
“We have the word of the prophets made more
certain” (2 Peter 1).

2 Corinthians 1
For no matter how many promises God has made,
they are

“Yes” to us in Christ.

And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us
to the glory of God.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PICTURE OF SCRIPTURE
One day when everything in
OT and NT has come to
pass, when all the Bible’s
promises are gathered up
in their fullest
manifestation --

“7,000”

PICTURE OF SCRIPTURE
One day when everything in
OT and NT has come to
pass, when all the Bible’s
promises are gathered up
in their fullest
manifestation –

what we will have is a
premiere portrait of who
Christ is right now.
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The Radical Disciple
John R.W. Stott
“Where then shall we find the authentic Jesus? The answer
is that he is to be found in the Bible – the book that
could be described as the Father’s portrait of the
Son painted by the Holy Spirit. The Bible is full of
Christ. As he himself said, the Scriptures “testify about
me” (John 5:39)…We may say that knowledge of
Scripture is knowledge of Christ.”
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The Bible is to Jesus what a sonogram is to a baby.
The picture of the child in the womb is precious.
It is a real person – a person who is really alive!
But no mother would settle for just the picture.
The real joy comes when….

John 5

…the baby is born…visible, manifest, touchable – HERE!
So it is for believers:
We’re grateful for all Scripture shows us of Christ.
But ultimately what we really long for is HIM!

Selah!

“You search the Scriptures
because you think they give
you eternal life. But the
Scriptures point to me! Yet
you refuse to come to me
to receive this life.”

Who Christ is TO us…
as
OUR IDENTITY
and
OUR DESTINY

© 2013 David Bryant / www.ProclaimHope.org

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY
• Christ himself is the only righteousness that matters in
the universe and before the Throne of God.
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OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY
• Christ himself is the only righteousness that matters in
the universe and before the Throne of God.
• Christ has become our righteousness. (1 Corinthians 1)
We are made the righteousness of God in Christ.
(2 Corinthians 5).

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY
• Christ himself is the only righteousness that matters in
the universe and before the Throne of God.
• Christ has become our righteousness. (1 Corinthians 1)
We are made the righteousness of God in Christ.
(2 Corinthians 5).
• Christ is our righteousness, not in terms of what we have
done but in terms of who we are in Him.

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY

• Christ himself is the only righteousness that matters in
the universe and before the Throne of God.

• Christ himself is the only righteousness that matters in
the universe and before the Throne of God.

• Christ has become our righteousness. (1 Corinthians 1)
We are made the righteousness of God in Christ.
(2 Corinthians 5).

• Christ has become our righteousness. (1 Cor. 1) We are
made the righteousness of God in Christ. (2 Cor. 5).

• Christ is our righteousness, not in terms of what we have
done but in terms of who we are in Him.
• Christ is our righteousness: He is our good standing in
the universe and before God’s throne.

Selah!

• Christ is our righteousness, not in terms of what we have
done but in terms of who we are in Him.
• Christ is our righteousness: He is our good standing in
the universe and before God’s throne.
• Christ is our righteousness: He has become the meeting
place between God and man, removing for us even the
slightest fear of condemnation.

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY
• Christ is our righteousness: We receive His very person
and position in the universe in the place of our
transgression, our iniquity and our treason against God.

© 2013 David Bryant / www.ProclaimHope.org
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OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY

• Christ is our righteousness: We receive His very person
and position in the universe in the place of our
transgression, our iniquity and our treason against God.

• Christ is our righteousness: We receive His very person
and position in the universe in the place of our
transgression, our iniquity and our treason against God.

• Christ is our righteousness: In Him we are justified
before God and reconciled to God because we have
been given a new place before God – because we are
united to the risen Son of God.

• Christ is our righteousness: In Him we are justified
before God and reconciled to God because we have
been given a new place before God – because we are
united to the risen Son of God.
• Christ, our righteousness: All we will be in God’s eyes
throughout the ages is who we are right now – in Him.

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY

• Therefore, Christ is our identity. In God’s eyes, I am who
He is. Nothing more, nothing less, nothing else.

• Therefore, Christ is our identity. In God’s eyes, I am who
He is. Nothing more, nothing less, nothing else.
• Christ as our identity: Even as He sums up everything
about God for us, He sums up everything about us for
God.

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY

• Therefore, Christ is our identity. In God’s eyes, I am who
He is. Nothing more, nothing less, nothing else.

• Therefore, Christ is our identity. In God’s eyes, I am who
He is. Nothing more, nothing less, nothing else.

• Christ as our identity: Even as He sums up everything
about God for us, He sums up everything about us for
God.

• Christ as our identity: Even as He sums up everything
about God for us, He sums up everything about us for
God.

• Christ is our identity: He is our sphere of existence. We
were crucified with Him. We were buried with Him. We
were raised with Him. We ascended with Him. Our life is
hidden with Him in God (Rom. 6; Eph. 2; Col. 3)

• Christ is our identity: He is our sphere of existence. We
were crucified with Him. We were buried with Him. We
were raised with Him. We ascended with Him. Our life is
hidden with Him in God (Rom. 6; Eph. 2; Col. 3)
• Christ is our identity: We are new creations in the Risen
One. Right now, we walk in resurrection life united to
Him as if the Great Day of Judgment had already
passed.
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Selah!

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY
The eternal past
has no other
eternal future but
Christ alone.
Thus, as our
identity, He
automatically and
permanently
becomes our
destiny.

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY
History is “His Story”. All history streams from Him and
is directed toward Him, to be completed by Him. He is
the “why” for everything.

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY
• And HIS story has become OUR story!

OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY

• And HIS story has become OUR story!

• And HIS story has become OUR story!

• Not only was He at the beginning of our story, as
believers. He is the beginning of our story.

• Not only was He at the beginning of our story, as
believers. He is the beginning of our story.
• Christ is not only the End toward which our story is
moving. He is also the means to reaching that End.
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OUR IDENTITY and OUR DESTINY
He excludes every other
future for us. He’s all the
hope we have. He includes
in Himself every prospect
God has for us – just as He
does for all nations and all
creation – for now and for all
ages to come.

Selah!

Who Christ is TO us….
……in His INTIMACY
WITH THE TRINITY
…….as the SUMMATION
OF GOD’S
REVELATION
…….by the CLAIMS OF HIS
NAMES
…….as the PICTURE OF
SCRIPTURE
…….as OUR IDENTITY
AND OUR DESTINY

Who Christ is TO us….
in the

MAJESTY

The MAJESTY OF HIS SUPREMACY
Christ is primary. Everything else compared to Him is
auxiliary, and exists to serve the purposes of the One who
reigns supreme right now.

OF HIS

SUPREMACY
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The MAJESTY OF HIS SUPREMACY
He is supreme: He is sovereign, He is superior, He is
superlative, He is sufficient – and He is totally satisfying.

The MAJESTY OF HIS SUPREMACY

The MAJESTY OF HIS SUPREMACY
It is the nature of Christ to be supreme – to be both the
center and the circumference. This is who He is.

The MAJESTY OF HIS SUPREMACY

If God had anything for us apart from Christ, then Christ
would not be ultimate; He would be penultimate. And thus,
He would not be supreme.

• However, what He will be Lord of ultimately, He is Lord
of right now.

The MAJESTY OF HIS SUPREMACY

The MAJESTY OF HIS SUPREMACY

• However, what He will be Lord of ultimately, He is Lord
of right now.

• However, what He will be Lord of ultimately, He is Lord
of right now.

• All the glory He will display ultimately belongs to Him
right now.

• All the glory He will display ultimately belongs to Him
right now.
• All the promises He one day will fulfill, He already
inherits right now.
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The MAJESTY OF HIS SUPREMACY

The MAJESTY OF HIS SUPREMACY

• However, what He will be Lord of ultimately, He is Lord
of right now.

• However, what He will be Lord of ultimately, He is Lord
of right now.
• All the glory He will display ultimately belongs to Him
right now.
• All the promises He one day will fulfill, He already
inherits right now.
• All the purposes of God He will one day bring to
consummation are summed up in Him right now.
• Even now He has the name that is above every name,
both in this age and in the age to come.

• All the glory He will display ultimately belongs to Him
right now.
• All the promises He one day will fulfill, He already
inherits right now.
• All the purposes of God He will one day bring to
consummation are summed up in Him right now.

“My Lord and My God!”
It is all about Jesus’ right
to keep us at the center of
who HE is,
where HE is headed,
what HE is doing,
and how HE is blessed.

Jesus! the name high over all, in hell or earth or sky; angels and
mortals prostrate fall, and devils fear and fly. Jesus! the name to
sinners dear, the name to sinners given; it scatters all their guilty
fear, it turns their hell to heaven. O that the world might taste
and see the riches of his grace! The arms of love that compass
me would all the world embrace.
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Thee I shall constantly proclaim, though earth and
hell oppose; bold to confess thy glorious name before a
world of foes. His only righteousness I show, his
saving truth proclaim; 'tis all my business here below to cry,
"Behold the Lamb!" Happy, if with my latest breath
I may but gasp his name, preach him to all and
cry in death, "Behold, behold the Lamb!"
– John Wesley
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Selah!

The MAJESTY OF HIS SUPREMACY
And in the next six sessions, the majesty of His spectacular
supremacy will be unpacked in greater detail as we explore more
of who Christ is right now…
FOR us,
OVER us,
BEFORE us,
WITHIN us,
THROUGH us,
UPON us.

Dr. E.V. Hill

“Lift Him higher, brother Hill, lift Him higher!”
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Not just lift just Him “up”
Instead….she would say:
“Lift Him HIGHER!”

We need to do the same. We need to help one another

In the face of our crisis of Christology we all need to

As we foster Christ Awakening movements we must

Lift Him Higher!

Lift Him Higher!

In order to reclaim a Consequential Christology we must

Lift Him Higher!

Lift Him Higher!

Lift Him Higher!
All of us need to lift up a
vision of Christ
and the full extent
of His spectacular supremacy
so as to create
for ourselves
and fellow believers
radical consequences
for every facet
of our worship, fellowship,
discipleship and mission.
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Christians don’t know how much their hearts truly long
for more of God’s Son – until you show them
how much of His spectacular supremacy
they have not yet seen.

And so our Journey continues as step by step we

Lift Him Higher!

Next time -- Session III

Who Christ is FOR us

Of all the names given to
Jesus that we just recited,
what is one title that carries
special meaning for you?
Why is that?
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What were you thinking or
feeling as we explored Christ
as our identity and our
destiny? Why is this aspect
of who He is TO us so vital in
our daily walk with Him?
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THE CHRIST INSTITUTES
Reclaiming a Consequential Christology
Fostering Christ Awakening Movements
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